
The executive branch helps
make statutory law when it
signs bills passed the legislature.
They help prevent statutory law
when they refuse to sign a bill
into law, and the legislature
doesn't have enough votes to
overturn the decision. 

They also issue executive
orders to the agencies that the
legislature put in charge of
implementing certain statutes.
This impacts our lives because it
impacts which areas of
regulation the agencies focus
on.

The judiciary is made up of the
judges who hear disputes under thelaw. They are tasked with
interpreting the statutes that
legislatures pass, using rules of
language construction that lawyersstudy in law school. They also
render decisions about whether ornot a law illegally conflicts with
other laws, such as the U.S.
Constitution. Each one of these
decisions is a new piece of commonlaw.  

The judiciary also issues common
law rulings on the legality of ordersissued by the executive branch. 

The Legislature is comprised of the House and the Senate, where elected
members pass statutes that become statutory law.
The Judiciary is comprised of the court system, where judges make common
law, which are the opinions that they publish, interpreting statutory law and
other common law (other judicial decisions). 
The Executive branch involves the chief executive of the government, either
governor of a state or the president of the country. They issue executive orders. 

A legislature is made up of
representatives who are elected by

people in their jurisdiction, who then

proceed to pass laws through a

process of deliberation. They hold

committee meetings and public

hearings to learn about an issue. Then

they present a bill for consideration

by the rest of the legislature. If a

majority of elected representatives

vote in favor of a bill, it can become a

law if it is signed by the executive

branch or if the legislature has

enough votes to overturn a veto. 

 Once it is passed, it becomes a piece

of statutory law. 

The legislature passes a law that
makes a new drug illegal across the
country–statutory law. 

The judiciary hears a case about it,
and publishes a judicial opinion–
common law–ruling the law
unconstitutional. 

Because of this, the executive branch
(the President) sends an executive
order to the Justice Department,
ordering them to stop pursuing cases
involving this drug, because of the
earlier judicial ruling.  
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We get our rules, laws and regulations in the U.S. from three branches of government. 

Everyone knows our lives and businesses are greatly
affected by plenty of laws and regulations. But where
do they come from, and who imposes them upon us? 

THE LEGISLATURE

THE JUDICIARY
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